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Hank’s Thoughts – What Wall Street Won't Tell You 
 

As part of my business, I read and analyze a lot of 

financial information.  I don’t enjoy sharing negative 

facts or throwing water on your parade.  Some think I’m 

a doomsayer.  I consider myself a realist who is biased 

towards safe growth.   
 

My mission is to inform  you of  risks you may not be 

aware of and offer solutions to mitigate these risks so 

you are better off in the long run. I believe it’s an 

assignment from God. 
 

Think about it… Does a loving God want His children to 

be in a state of confusion? 
 

That’s the enemy’s job… to bring fear and confusion.  
 

Does a good God want people to lose 30%, 40%, 50% or 

more of their hard earned money… like we have seen in 

the past? 
 

Of course not… His goal is for us to have peace and joy. 
 

I've heard a lot of diverse predictions for the market 

lately from analysts that don’t sell stocks. In other 

words, they don’t make money selling you financial 

products. They make their money from people like me 

who purchase their research. 
 

A disturbing reminder of 2007... 'The biggest mass 

deception in U.S. financial history' 
 

Recently, the New York Federal Reserve was forced to 

intervene in money markets due to a sudden surge in 

short-term borrowing costs, brought about by a money 

supply shortage… threatening to drive up borrowing 

costs for companies and consumers. 
 

This is all eerily similar to what happened in 2007. After 

keeping rates steady for a while, the Fed cut them in 

September, October and December of that year. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Follow This Path to Ultimate Success  
 

If success is more of a journey than a 

destination, it makes sense to start as soon 

as you can. Try these tips from the 

Happiness India Project website to get 

going:  

• Evaluate yourself. Where are you—

and where do you want to be? Track 

your activities for a few days, looking for 

habits and trends. Take a good look at 

your skills. Then identify the gap 

between your current situation and your 

long-term goals. 
 

• Plan your day. For maximum impact, 

map out your day so you don’t waste 

time on irrelevant projects or 

distractions. A good to-do list is one of 

your best tools for making progress. 
 

• Get organized. De-clutter your 

workspace so you don’t waste time 

looking for what’s necessary for you to 

do your job and pursue your goals. 
 

• Delegate. Figure out what you do best, 

and concentrate on that. Delegate as 

much of the rest as you can. At work, 

this means handing off assignments to 

employees who can do them better than 

you. In your personal life, it might mean 

hiring a cleaning service to do chores for 

you. 
 

• Learn to say no. You want to be 

agreeable, but if you put too much on 

your plate, you won’t do a good job on 

any of it. Define your priorities, look for 

opportunities, but decline anything that 

doesn’t support your plan.  
 

(Continued on page 2) 

 
Page 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

More Interesting Facts you Should Know! 
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Hank’s Thoughts (Continued from page 1)   
 

We all remember what happened next: Rates went lower … and 

lower … and lower … until they approached zero. And the S&P 500 

Index plunged 55% as the financial system completely collapsed. 
 

Some of the things analysts point to are:  Slowing economy … 

soaring bankruptcies … exports dropping … store closures … 

brewing real estate crisis … global economic crisis … $23 trillion 

national debt … soaring Medicare and Social Security obligations. 
 

Paradoxically, stocks are rearing upward this year, with the S&P 500 

up over 20%.  The sudden crashes of last Fall are fading from 

memory.   As long as stock prices are rising, most people don’t pay 

attention to the economic alarm bells, which many analysts are 

sounding.  
 

The Baby Boomers, whose spending fueled a decade-long economic 

expansion in the 90’s, also inflated the stock market by pouring 

money into the market with little consideration for investment 

value.  However, they helped the economy get back on its feet 

after the 2000 dotcom bubble bust. 
 

Hey… I’m guilty as charged!  However, since I was in transition of 

changing careers, I was forced to pull most of my money out of the 

market after my account dropped 60%. If I knew then what I 

know today and had implemented safe money strategies in 1999,  

I would be up a couple million dollars.  
 

What are Baby Boomers doing today?  They are winding back 

their spending as they retire in droves… either voluntarily or 

being forced out.   
 

Which following generation is going to fill the void to keep the 

market inflated at its current level, much less take it higher? 
 

After printing trillions of dollars following the 2008 meltdown, 

with a real GDP growth worse than during the Great Depression 

and interest rates still below 3%... how much ammunition does 

the Federal Reserve have to intervene when the bubble bursts 

again and the market resets? 
 

Major market corrections typically follow a 7-year cycle.  We are 

about 12 years out from October 2, 2007… the beginning of the 

last crash, which lost more than 50% of long-term savings for 

many people. The further you stretch a rubber band the harder it 

snaps back.  
 

Because of the length of the current bull run in a bear market 

cycle and above-mentioned red flags, some think we are at the 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

Follow This Path to Ultimate 

Success (Cont from page 1) 

• Do something different. 
Avoid spending your time doing 

what everyone else does. Look for 

ways to innovate—new products 

or services, or a better way to get 

your work done. Breaking out of 

the mold will help you see the 

world from a fresh perspective. 

  The Most Important Lesson 
 

A well-known businessman received an 

award for his philanthropy. During the 

ceremony honoring his good works, he 

was asked to share some of the lessons 

he had learned throughout his life and 

career that inspired him to think of 

others.  
 

He spoke of his childhood and the 

poverty his family endured in the rural 

South. “No matter how tough times were, 

my grandmother was always looking to 

help anyone she felt was in need.” 

“One day a neighbor came to our kitchen 

door and told my grandmother he was 

hungry and hadn’t eaten in days. She 

invited him in and served him a good 

portion of what she’d been preparing for 

our supper. When the man left, I asked 

my grandmother why she was always 

feeding other people when there was 

barely enough for us to eat.” 

“My grandmother said, ‘The only thing 

that matters in life is giving and serving. 

That’s the most important lesson you 

need to learn.’” 

The businessman went on to tell how he 

took his grandmother’s words to heart. 

Throughout his life and career, he made 

sure to share his wisdom and good 

fortune with others and include them in 

his successes as well. 

 “I don’t believe that old saying, ‘It’s 

lonely at the top.’ I believe you don’t 

really make it there until everyone who 

is a part of what you’re doing can get 

there with you.” 
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This news is all about you… 
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    Monthly Quiz  

 1 - Peter Falk played a  
      homicide detective in  

      what long running  
   American Television series? 
 

 2 - In 1977, at age 34, who 
      became the youngest  

      inductee into the Pro  
      Football Hall of Fame?  

 3 - Earl Hindman’s face was 
      usually obscured by a  
    fence in what ‘90s sitcom? 
 

 (Answers found on page 4) 

 
 

Thoughts of the Month  
 

"Time is what we want most, 

but what we use worst.”  

--William Penn  

 

"If you are lucky enough to 

find a way of life you love, 

you have to find the courage 

to live it."  --Bette Davis 

 

    Did You Know?  
 

 ► There is enough petrol in  
      a full tank of a Jumbo  
     Jet to drive the average 
     car 4 times around the  
     world 
 

 ► The Chinese used  
      fingerprints as a method 
      of identification as far  
      back as AD 700 
       

►  Sir Isaac Newton was 23  
      when he discovered the  
      law of gravity   
 
►  The revolving door was 
      invented in 1888     

What Are the Implications of Dying Without a Will? 

People who die without a valid will, die intestate. In this 

event, the state in which they resided effectively provides a will 

through the state's intestacy law. This means that the state 

dictates who will receive the estate owner's property and in 

what proportion. 

While state intestacy laws do attempt to provide for a "fair" 

distribution of property, the state's "one-size-fits-all" will 

simply cannot reflect the specific wishes of the estate owner in 

regard to either property distribution or the unique needs of 

the estate owner's heirs. 

In addition, state intestacy laws require that the probate 

court appoint a guardian for any minor children. The 

court-appointed guardian, who may not even be a relative, may 

be required to post bond and the guardianship will be 

supervised by the probate court. 

Finally, when a person dies intestate, the probate court 

appoints an administrator of the estate. This 

administrator can be anyone of the court's choosing and is 

required to post bond, an additional expense that must be paid 

by the estate. 

 

The choice is yours... 

you can draw your own will or the state will do it for you! 

  

When you are setting up your financial and estate plans, a 

revocable living trust is a useful tool you may want to consider. 

 

Main reason – You want to avoid probate. The assets in 

your trust generally won’t be subject to probate. Your heirs will 

avoid the costs, delays and publicity that usually accompany 

the probate process.  

 

The person handling your trust, usually a family member or a 

friend will love you, as they will avoid the hassle of the probate 

process. 

 

While you are alive, you have complete control over the assets 

in the living trust and can make changes to the will imbedded 

in the trust. 
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AIM $afe Money Advisors         

(941) 355-4362 

Toll Free: (888) 820-SAVE 

FAX: (813) 354-3520 

 

Main Web Site:                               SafeMoneyMBA.com 

Financial Concepts and Strategies:     HankProgar.com 

Safe Money Library:                            SafeMoneyMBA.info 

Insurance & Financial Resources:         AIMSafely.com 

LinkedIn Profile                                    LinkedInMBA.com 

 

Helping You Think About Your Money ... And Make Smart 

Choices To Protect Your Hard Earned Assets.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You for Your Referrals 
 

There’s no question I have the BEST customers on 

the entire planet. 
 

I want to thank those who have enough confidence 

in me to recommend my services to help their 

family and friends. If you can just introduce one 

client per year to become part of our inner circle, it 

would help everybody immensely. 
 

Although we focus on protecting and optimizing 

your retirement cash flow, I want to give a special 

THANK YOU to those who have recommended me 

to help your family and friends with their Medicare 

options.  
 

There are 10,000 Baby Boomers turning 65 every 

day who are more confused about Medicare than 

their retirement plan.  Because of its importance in 

your overall retirement picture, I want to help 

them cut through the smoke and make the right 

choices to protect the nest egg they have already 

earned! 

  

I’m happy to assist you or anyone in your 

circle of family and friends with education 

and getting enrolled in the financial or 

Medicare plan that’s optimum for them.  Just 

have them call me. 
 

Thank you soooo much! 
 

Disclosure - Information provided in this article 

does not constitute legal, taxation, or investment 

advice.  Please check with a qualified tax advisor 

when making financial decisions. 
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Hank’s Thoughts (Continued from page 2)   
 

same point as the markets were in early 1929, 

which plummeted in October 1929 and eventually 

dropped 89%. 

 

Like many reading this newsletter, I don’t 

believe we will have the inevitable market 

crash this year, and maybe not even next year 

depending on the outcome of the elections… 

but what if we’re wrong?  

 

How will this affect your life now and in the future? 

 

Even if you have enough money left to cover 

essential living expenses, how about fun stuff and 

traveling to see your children and grandchildren?  

 

You have insurance on your home, business and 

cars to protect you from a major financial disaster.  

Why not insure your long-term savings/retirement 

account from major losses? 

 

Call or email me and let’s carve out some time 

in our busy schedules for a strategy session. 

 

           Answers to Quiz 
.   

1 -   Columbo 
 

2 -   Gale Sayers 
 

  3    -   Home Improvement (Wilson) 
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